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cut off.    The people of Belfast have thus the future destiny of the town placed in their hands.    They cannot help fixing, within a very short period, whether the town is to become a densely built and smoky place, good enough, indeed, for the prosecution of work, but not fit for the enjoyment of life, or whether it is to possess a public ornament which will be a source of admiration in all time to come.    One very desirable requisite for a park is possessed by the ground in question.    It has on it at present a considerable number of trees already well grown.   The importance of this may be judged from the high value set by the people of London on their trees.    We all know that rather than condemn a row of lofty elms to the axe, to make room for the Exhibition Building, they preferred to carry a spacious arch of glass over the summits of the trees.    With reference to this subject, too, it may be well to recollect that one of the most 'attractive and most admired features of the Belfast Botanic Garden is due to the selection, at the time of its formation, of a piece of ground on which trees were already growing.    While pleading for the conversion of the effects due to the baneful influence of the Blackstaff into a source of increase to the amenities of the town of Belfast, I may direct attention to one case in which a permanent benefit has been derived by this town from the former existence of a nuisance.   The wideness of High Street was determined by the presence of a dirty stream which formerly flowed uncovered down the middle of the street.   Let us hope that the evils of the Black-staff may be turned to good in a tenfold degree.
With reference to the extent of the proposed park, I wish here to state that I would not confine my views to the space between the Linen Hall and Donegall Pass. There lies a most tempting piece of additional land between Donegall Pass and the Lagan, in the direction towards Ormeau Bridge and the Queen's College. The exterior limits of the park may, however, be safely left for future consideration*.
The subject I have now brought before you shows the necessity of attending early to projected public improvements, which can be effected only by the combined action of many persons, and which are of such a kind that the advantages to result from them, if
* At the meeting of the Society, in a discussion which followed the reading of the present paper, several other desirable sites for parks were mentioned by various members.